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Reading 
 

Curriculum Intent Statement 
 

Reading is an essential discipline for school life and beyond; it is an integral part of everyday life and 

is a prerequisite for all areas of our challenging curriculum, further schooling and the workplace. 

Therefore, our reading curriculum places significant emphasis on ensuring our pupils are competent 

and confident readers that read with automaticity which is deliberate and effortless.    

The reading curriculum at E-ACT Blackley has been designed to empower our pupils by exposing 

them to a plethora of genres, which will broaden and deepen their knowledge of cultural 

transmission; it is broad, yet necessarily selective, and encompasses modern 21st century novels, 

picture books, non-fiction texts, poetry, well-known tales and abridged versions of classic literature.  

Our upper KS2 pupils will encounter Shakespeare as they enter in to KS3 therefore our text choices 

provide a blueprint for their later in-depth study of the same literary work.   

The reading curriculum gives pupils a strong understanding of books that develop children’s cultural 

transmission and help empower them to see the world through high quality texts.  Each book on the 

reading spine encompasses a range of themes -  power, empathy, racial identity, equality and 

injustice.   These are introduced in EYFS and continue to be a focus across each year group. 

Wherever possible books are chosen to support the teaching of other areas of the curriculum, for 

example Children of the Benin Kingdom is taught at the same time as pupils study the Benin 

Kingdom.  Throughout the curriculum children are brought back to reflect on similarities across 

genres, books, central characters, themes and authors’ intentions. The aim of the curriculum is for 

pupils to become experts at ‘logical meaning making’ that can articulate and reflect upon what they 

have read through following different lines of enquiry across the texts that they study.  

Reading is taught through the systematic teaching of phonics alongside ‘lenses of interrogation.’  

Embedded within the teaching of reading is explicitly taught vocabulary including, ‘tier 2b’ language 

which is versatile and can be used to illuminate pupil’s deep understanding.  Pupils are taught to see 

interconnections across texts, genres and themes- across a range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry 

texts.  Pupils trawl for evidence, not just across a page but across chapters - looking for links, joins 

and connections that are supported with evidence.    Pupils are given the chance to produce writing 

in response to what they have read which illustrates their understanding of what they have studied. 

 

  


