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As the end of term approaches I would like to thank you for all your support throughout 
this very busy term; as always, it is greatly appreciated. It has been amazing to meet 
with people again and host a variety of events, trips and activities for the children and 
parents/carers including, Christmas shows, consultation evenings and interschool sports 
events.  
 
Please remember that we are here to work in partnership with you to ensure that your 
child is happy and achieves their potential.  I always have an ‘open door’ policy and I am 
keen to be available should you need a conversation about any matter concerning your 
child, so please keep in touch.  
 

This term we celebrated the opening of our new library. With over 3000 titles and its 
unique modern design, our children now have access to an amazing space where they 
can relax and read for pleasure. 

The library houses a host of new non-fiction, picture books, graphic novels and a range 
of well-loved authors including Roald Dahl and Michael Rosen and more contemporary 
authors such as Karen Millwood Hargrave and Onjali Q Rauf. 

All classes will now have at least one library slot each week and they will be able to 
share their reviews and recommendations on our new Reading Cloud platform. The 
platform also allows us to track children’s reading habits and make recommendations 
for them. 

We are really looking forward to the children using the library more next half term. 

 

We were really pleased this year that we were able to allow parents and carers to come on to 

site to watch their children in the annual school performances. You must be really proud of your 

children. The staff and children worked so hard to prepare their performances and we were 

overwhelmed by the amount of support they got!  

Again, a huge thank you for supporting us in trying to make sure this event could take place. It 

was really important to us that you had the chance to come and watch your children  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year has seen the launch of our Community Hub! This is a working partnership with St Paul’s 
Church who have kindly allowed us to use their community hall. The aim of the hub will be to 
support the local community in finding the right support for their needs and also offering 
services from the hub itself. 

We are currently running a pilot project with the Equal Start Network aimed at improving 
services in the area for families and also to help identify affordable activities/ events for the 
family to participate in. Our first session was a great success with staff from ESN gaining a 
valuable insight to life in Blackley. A number of issues were discussed between the group such as 
crime/ ASB, services for children in the area, to name but a few. All the information gathered 
will be formed as part of a consultation of the community and feedback into the local authority 
with the hope that some of the suggestions/ points raised will be addressed by Manchester City 
Council. 

Future projects have been planned for this year. Some of these will include adult education 
courses, training/ awareness of issues that affect our families (such as energy advice, income 
maximisation) and one that we are really looking forward to launching will be our ‘Community 
Drop In’. Where people will be able to access the church café whilst having the opportunity to 
receive information and support from a number of agencies who have agreed to work with us 
including, Northwards Housing, Citizen’s Advice Bureau, Self-help Services and Women’s Aid. 

Please contact Mr King if you would like more information about the Hub. 

  

For Community Inset day, E-ACT Blackley decided to pull together and make afternoon tea 

hampers for worthy members of our community. Blackley staff members got creative in 

decorating pretty boxes of sandwiches and cakes to send to care homes and neighbours.  

Once they were ready to go, we handed 25 hampers to our local residential care home Oakbank, 

a place we visit regular and is close to our hearts.  

We then delivered 25 hampers to the community, including elderly people who were nominated 

by the parents of the academy. We thoroughly enjoyed making these and working together as a 

team, as giving back to the community is something we are passionate about.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you may have heard on the news, the dreaded COVID is still causing challenges both 
within the community and at school. We continue to make school a COVID safe place for 
all staff and students and we are rigorously following the government guidance and 
keeping up to date with changes daily. 

We do ask that in the New Year, you continue to monitor your child for symptoms of 
COVID19 and if they have symptoms, you do not send your child to school until you have 
sought a PCR test and received a negative result. 

Parents have contacted me to enquire about schools closing in January. I can assure you 
that the government are keen to keep schools open and would only close them as a very 
last resort. We are desperate to keep school open for all children and would only close 
class bubbles if forced to do so by government guidance. 

 

One of our mottos at school is ‘Look Smart! Think Smart!’ It is really important that the children 

return to school in the New Year in full school uniform ready to learn and be successful. The 

Academy continues to raise its standards year on year and we have made huge steps towards 

becoming a school that the whole community can be proud of. 

Please see the Academy website for the full details regarding our expectations of uniform. If you 

need any support with the purchase of uniform, please speak to us as we are always able to help 

families. 

 

The children will return to school at 8:45am on Wednesday 5th January. We are really looking 

forward to seeing them in the new term. Please look after each other and have the best 

Christmas holiday! 

Mr Hughes 

Head Teacher! 

 


