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Curriculum Intent Statement 
 

At E-act Blackley Academy we have a participatory and inclusive approach to music learning. Pupils explore 
music across a wide range of historical periods, genres, styles and tradition, including the works of the great 
composers and musicians. We have carefully chosen the music our children study to celebrate diversity and 
promote discussions about artists musical inspiration.  As pupils progress, they develop a critical engagement 
with music, allowing them to compose and to listen with an investigative and exploratory purpose. We 
develop children’s knowledge of music in order for them to analyse music with insight and be confident and 
creative composers.  

  

Music is planned with purposeful repetition throughout each year group building on both the substantive 
and disciplinary knowledge at each stage.  We teach the substantive knowledge of music based on the nine 
interrelated dimensions of music: Pulse, Rhythm, Pitch, Tempo, Dynamics, Timbre, Texture, Structure and 
Notation. Substantive knowledge focuses on developing children’s knowledge required for them to develop 
as musicians. This is achieved through deliberate practice which allows children to develop and demonstrate 
fluency of knowledge. Children build their disciplinary knowledge through the interpretation of the 
interrelated dimensions of music and how this knowledge is used when singing, playing instruments, 
improvising and composing, to develop creative and original pieces and performances.  

 

Children work independently and collaboratively to interpret and combine the dimensions of music to create 
a specific and desired effect. For example; in Year five the children learn to identify low and high notes, 
crotchets, quavers and crotchet rests on a stave.  They use this knowledge to interpret music written by the 
Sherman Brothers and used in films like “Jungle Book.” They discuss the choice of notation to create affect 
and learn about the Sherman’s Brothers inspiration for the music.  The children are immersed in the learning 
through answering questions such as; “Who are the Sherman Brothers?” and “How do you identify long and 
short notes on a piece of film music?”  They then use high and low notes, crotchets, quavers and crotchet 
rests to compose, preform and evaluate their own pieces of work.  

 

In each sequence of learning we repeat the cohering strands; llistening, appraisal, composition, performing 

and singing.  The children build on their knowledge in each strand as they progress through school.  

For example, some key learning in these strands from Reception to Year One and two are :  

Reception 
Listening 

Appraisal Composition, performing 
and singing 

• how to listen and respond 
different types of 

• being a good audience 

• discussing likes and 
dislikes 

• talking about fast, slow, 
loud and quiet 

• how to sing along with 
actions 

• how to perform with 
correct posture 



• introduction to the 
vocabulary: pulse, pitch, 
rhythm  

 

 

Years One and Two 
Listening 

Appraisal Composition, performing 
and singing 

• identifying different 
instruments  

• identifying changes in 
rhythm and itch 

• discussing likes and 
dislikes 

• commenting on changes 
in rhythm and pitch  

• discussing the use of 
instruments for effect 
 

• playing untuned 
instruments 

• knowing all instruments 
create rhythm 

• repeat instrument 

• create and perform their 
own rhythms 

• Learn about pitch and 
apply this with their voice 
and tuned instrument.  

 

 

Our curriculum allows children to enjoy and be creative and experiment with music whilst being knowledge 

rich.  We promote a love of music and a desire to further hone their composing, evaluation and performance 

of music. 

 


