
Curriculum Intent Statement for Writing 

 

The aim of the writing curriculum is for children to become highly literate, creative writers and 

articulate speakers and it has been designed to ensure that children learn these skills through the 

range of written genres they study over both KS1 and 2.  Genres are plotted systematically so that 

children will meet each genre a minimum of two times over a 3-year period, with a yearly focus 

upon more common genres, such as narrative and non-chronological reports.  For example, children 

do not need to write instructions each year, yet they do write non-chronological reports within most 

year groups – increasing the language, coherent devices and punctuation applied as the children 

progress from KS1 in to 2. We realise that much of the procedural knowledge that the children learn 

in one genre are transferable and this knowledge, is constantly reinforced throughout the writing 

sessions as teachers are aware of the curriculum map in English from Year 1-Year 6.  

Within our Early Years Unit, children also use the EYFS writing rainbow, the focus here is on 

extending children’s oral language and vocabulary bank so that when children are ‘ready to write’ 

they have an ample word bank to support their sentence construction. Writing is heavily linked to 

high quality texts which are rich in language and provide an excellent stimulus for writing.  As well as  

a daily taught writing session, the lenses that the children have focused on are embedded in to every 

area of continuous provision, further supporting the children’s early acquisition of high-quality 

language.  

Each half term children within Ks1 and 2 write 1 fiction piece and 1 non-fiction text. Stimuluses for 

writing have been carefully matched to our curriculum so that wherever possible the writing (and 

reading) that the children undertake helps to deepen their knowledge within other curriculum areas.  

Grammar/spelling/punctuation (GPS) has also been carefully mapped out so that it supports the text 

type that is being taught and is not taught in isolation. So, for example, the perfect form of verbs is 

introduced in Year 3, however it is repeated in year 4, 5 and 6 before moving on to more complex 

form of verbs, such as the past progressive. This repetition of earlier facts, before embarking upon 

more complex areas of the curriculum helps to develop children's schema and connects learning 

from previous year groups to new concepts. For spelling we use a systematic approach from Sounds 

and Syllables, that again reinforces learning from previous year groups as well as introducing new 

spelling patterns. 

Writing is taught separately to reading; however, we acknowledge the relationship between the two 

subjects and the children are encouraged to utilise vocabulary from their reading experiences in 

their writing sessions. Writing sessions often link directly to a text that is being used in the reading 

sessions. This ensures that children are drenched in language from the text and are sympathetic (or 

not!) to the character's motivations, this allows them to innovate their writing based on their 

reading understanding. We acknowledge the power of the spoken word and drama is used often – 

drama has a clear intent and supports children with their acquisition of new language which is used 

later in their writing. Writing is taught across three modes- lenses, grammar, and stylistics – at the 

imitate stage writing is heavily scaffolded through the use of demonstration writing, where the 

children can see the teacher’s thinking and thought process.  After scaffolding children using the 

same planning format as the teacher to develop their own plan based around the same structure as 

the one modelled. We believe that children need to be immersed in what we want them to write 

about, this could be through trips, visitors in, video clips, sound clips, artefacts etc, we focus on the 

vocabulary these sessions generate and the children then gather them for later use.  A focus 

throughout every class is author’s intent- are vocabulary choices positive or negative? 
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Classrooms' are language rich and support the children's speaking listening, reading. Writing is a 

crucial part of our curriculum. All children from Foundation Stage to Year 6 are provided with many 

opportunities to develop and apply their writing skills across the curriculum in order for them to 

leave our academy as highly literate, creative writers and articulate speakers.  

 


