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Curriculum Intent Statement 
 

The RE Curriculum across the school seeks to help pupils to understand 
the role that faith, or lack thereof, is a personal choice; we aim to empower pupils to make 
choices about their own faith, whilst also learning about other faiths, so that pupils can see 
the similarities and differences between key world religions, helping them to engage in 
critical thinking and respectful discussion. This will enable them to engage in a multi-
cultural, multi-faith society in an informed and respectful way. Our curriculum takes 
inspiration from the agreed Manchester SACRE syllabus, whilst also considering our cohort, 
aiming to be both comprehensive, yet selective of content which we believe is relevant to 
our particular community, and will be beneficial to our cohort. 

  

The curriculum aims to explore all of the major world religions, including secular viewpoints, 
whilst also giving the opportunity to explore other religions where appropriate. We aim to 
explore particular religions discreetly, and re-explore these throughout the school journey 
to embed both substantive and disciplinary knowledge and commit learning to long-term 
memory, for example in topics such as “Who is a Muslim and what do they believe?” (Year 
2), and “What does it mean to be a Muslim in Britain today?” (Year 5). Throughout these 
units, however, we also encourage children to recognise links to other world religions, such 
as the view of Jesus (Christianity) as a prophet in Islam. Additionally, we have also planned 
in units that aim to explore wider elements of religion, through the lens of different faith 
groups, such as in the unit, “Why do people pray?” (Year 3), and “What do religions say to us 
when life gets hard?” (Year 6). Within all of these units, three strands of thinking are woven 
throughout: Expressing, Believing and Living, which underpin the explorative approach to 
religious education that our curriculum takes. Revisiting these strands aims to equip pupils 
with the understanding of how religions are living cultures, and how different faiths overlap 
in their practices and belief systems; by revisiting these strands, we aim to enable pupils to 
create a rich schema, that will empower them to operate in a respectful, understanding and 
empathetic manner in our diverse society. 

  

Throughout the curriculum, pupils are taught the substantive content which defines each 
religion. This knowledge is meticulously planned and regularly revisited and elaborated 
upon. The disciplinary skills of religious education, such as critical thinking, analysis of 
scripture, and respectful debate, are all explicitly taught and practised.   

  

Our curriculum is deliberately explorative, yet knowledge rich. It challenges pupils to make 
connections between faith groups, and encourages all to develop a respectful 
understanding of alternative viewpoints. We hope to empower pupils to have autonomy 
over their own beliefs, whilst building the foundations for a life-long interest in religion, and 
an understanding of the huge role this plays in today’s society. 

 


