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Our art curriculum at E-ACT Blackley Academy aims to equip pupils with the knowledge and confidence to 
experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. The curriculum builds knowledge 
over time and is designed to enable pupils to know how art and design reflects history, and contributes to 
the culture, creativity and wealth of our world. The intent is for pupils to produce creative work, exploring 
their ideas and recording their experiences; become proficient in a range of techniques, including drawing, 
painting and sculpture; evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design and 
to know about great artists, craft makers and designers; and understand the historical and cultural 
development of their art forms. 

In Early Years, children begin by exploring the question, ‘How do artists mix paints to create colours?’  
Starting with a focus on the use of primary colours by artist Piet Mondrian, children learn the importance of 
the primary colours and how they can be used to create other colours by mixing, before looking more 
specifically at creating skin tones as part of their topic, ‘Who am I and who are you?’  Through the work of 
sculptor Francis Pompon, children begin to represent ideas using 3D art forms, focusing on the 
representation of animals, in connection with the topic, ‘Does a polar bear live in the desert or the Arctic?’  
Children in the Early Years also study the landscape paintings of contemporary artist Lisa Frances Judd, 
exploring how they can represent their community and local environment through art. 

In KS1, children revisit the use of colour in painting, exploring the use of complimentary and harmonious 
colours, and their impact, through David Hockey’s vibrant artworks.  Later, children apply their knowledge 
of colour through different media, such as collage, print and digital editing.  KS1 pupils examine how art 
reflects history and culture, looking at the works of artists such as Andy Warhol and L.S. Lowry.  Progressing 
through the KS1, children return to both the technique of pointillism and the pop art movement, developing 
their procedural knowledge and their understanding of the cultural significance of art movements. 

Moving into KS2, pupils engage with a more diverse range of artists and artworks, from across the continents, 
as well as broadening their knowledge of media and styles, including textiles, ceramics and photography.  
KS2 pupils begin to make links, being schema, between historical and modern artworks when they compare 
and contrast the narratives told through Ancient Greek ceramics and those narrated in the work of 
contemporary ceramicist Joellyn Rock, as well as comparing the mosaics of Ancient Rome to the abstract 
paintings of twentieth century African-American painter, Alma Thomas. 

Continuing through KS2, children deeper their understanding of how art is used to express emotion, explore 
personal identity and tell political messages.  Children continue to refine their procedural knowledge of 
artistic methods by revisiting techniques and key concepts, such as the use of colour, each year.  In Year 5, 
children focus again on portraits, exploring identity and how art can be used to portray personal beliefs and 
ideas, through the work of contemporary, Afghan-German artist Mashtari Hilal.  In Year 6, pupils explore 
John Heartfield’s anti-fascist photomontages alongside political propaganda posters, linking closely to the 
History focus on twentieth century conflict. 


