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History 
 

Curriculum Intent Statement 
 

E-ACT Blackley Academy’s History curriculum aims to build children’s understanding of the 
world and knowledge of people and events leading to the present-day, empowering pupils 
in their own lives. By building knowledge of events, eras and change in the UK and across 
the world and of significant people who instigated change, children will be able to make 
links between eras, history and modern life through well-developed schemas. 

In EYFS children begin by learning how history is recorded in time using their own ‘Personal 
History’ before moving onto their grandparents’ and parents' history in KS1. These units 
build chronological awareness of people and objects, such as toys and telephones, to give 
children the basic vocabulary and disciplinary knowledge of chronology for following units of 
study in KS2. People, inventions and explorations are studied in KS1 to develop children’s 
understanding of cause and effect, the need for change and to describe development of 
technology and lifestyle. Significant historical people are chosen to show their impact on the 
world and children’s lives now. Artifacts and historical sources have been chosen that the 
children can relate, such as music, fashion and toys, to allow them to build from relatable 
schema and deepen their knowledge as well as begin to ask their own questions of origins 
and history.  

The KS2 curriculum is made of carefully selected parts of British and world history that are 
taught chronologically to aid the understanding of time and change and continuity over 
time. British history includes, Prehistoric Britain, Roman Britain, Anglo-Saxon and Scots, 
Vikings, Medieval Monarchs, The Industrial Revolution and ends with 20th Century Conflict. 
Themes of change, perspective, power, cause and effect are woven between the areas of 
study. World history has been chosen to compare and contrast to British history at similar 
time periods. It also aims to dispel misconceptions of ancient civilisations by, for example, 
teaching the richness and complexity of the Benin Kingdom which challenges incorrect 
narrative of African history. Ancient Greece and the Shang Dynasty contrast with British 
history in terms of the progress and power they held.  Middle East and Civil Rights broaden 
children’s understanding of historical events and the impact they have had on the world 
today including making links between slavery and the treatment of black Americans with the 
Black Lives Matter movement today. 

Each unit of study has a Big Question for the children to explore, debate and answer 
throughout a series of lessons. These Big component Questions are split into bite size 
composite questions allowing knowledge and ideas to be revisited and learnt in manageable 
chunks. Each Big Question requires substantive and disciplinary knowledge to be learnt in 
order to answer it. This knowledge is carefully described and built over a series of lessons 
set out in Mid-level plans. Carefully constructed activities allow for dual coding, retrieval 
practise and building of schema to maximise learning of all content. Formative assessment, 
through mini- quizzes, reflections, recapping, discussions and questioning, allows teachers 
to opportunity to reteach misconceptions and build knowledge into long term memories. At 
the end of each unit, learning is assessed using the Big Questions and key vocabulary.  


