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Curriculum Intent Statement 
 

E-ACT Blackley Academy provides a high-quality geography education which inspires pupils to be curious 
and fascinated about the world around them. The curriculum is designed so that progressively, each year, 
pupils build their declarative knowledge about location diversity, people, resources and natural and man-
made environments, as well as increase their understanding of the Earth’s key physical features, natural 
and human processes.  

In Early Years, children begin by learning the geography of their local area through the topic ‘Who am I and 
who are you?’. Children explore their local area, by finding their address and discussing the features of 
their own immediate environment before moving onto the geography of the UK in KS1. Children explore 
the wider environment by examining differences and similarities between contrasting environments ‘Polar 
Regions’ and ‘Seaside’. 

In KS1, children increase their knowledge of place and location and processes that give rise to key physical 
and human geographical features in the UK. Building on their schema of their local environment, children 
revisit the geography of Britain twice before making comparisons to the wider world in ‘Contrasting 
Locality’. Through topics such as ‘weather’, ‘Continents and Oceans’ and ‘Blackley fieldwork’ children’s 
disciplinary knowledge grows as they learn physical processes and how geographers examine, categorise 
and explore areas they study. 

Moving into KS2, pupils develop an understanding of the formation and use of landscapes and 
environments through units such as ‘Village, Towns and Cities’ and ‘Mountains, Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes’. Disciplinary knowledge is be built and practised through units such as ‘’Local Fieldwork’, 
where pupils become young geographers by learning to collect, analyse and communicate with a range of 
data gathered through experience.   
 
Continuing through KS2, deepening procedural knowledge and increased understanding of geographical 
processes such as interpreting a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, 
globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) plans to children continue to build 
schema and prepare pupils for further geography study. Units ‘Local Fieldwork’, ‘Water, Weather and 
Climate’ ‘Migration’ and ‘Natural Resources and Northern Chile’ teaches children to communicate 
geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills 
and writing. ‘Migration’, ‘Population’ and ‘Globalisation’ are designed to encourage schemas to join 
together and to allow children to make links between different disciplines within geography. 
 
Each unit of study has a Big Question for the children to explore, debate and answer throughout a series of 
lessons. These Big Component Questions are split into bite size composite questions allowing knowledge 
and ideas to be revisited and learnt in manageable chunks. Each Big Question requires substantive 
and disciplinary knowledge to be learnt in order to answer it as well as procedural knowledge. This 
knowledge is carefully described and built over a series of lessons set out in Mid-level plans. Carefully 
constructed activities allow for dual coding, retrieval practise and building of schema to maximise learning 
of all content. Formative assessment, through mini- quizzes, reflections, recapping, discussions and 
questioning, allows teachers to opportunity to address misconceptions and build knowledge into long term 
memories. At the end of each unit, learning is assessed using the Big Questions and key vocabulary.   


