
Reception:        autumn 1 – understanding the world – people and communities 

Link 1:   know the term ‘history’ and that every person has a history  

Share read ‘I love my grandad by Giles Andreae’  

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: learn the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘young’.  

Look at photographs from someone at the school, helper, etc. Learn the idea that everything in the past is 

someone’s history.  

Put some events in someone’s life into order and use these to retell the story of someone’s history. Use the term 

‘past’, ‘history’ and ‘now’.  

Understand that as time passes people get more history because more things happen.  

Think about their own history and talk about events that have happened e.g. birthday party, Christmas, moving 

from Nursery into Reception. Explain that going to Nursery is now in their history.  

 

 

Link 2:   know the terms ‘younger’ and ‘older’ 

Share read ‘I love my grandad by Giles Andreae’  

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: learn the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘young’.  

Learn about the history of a parent or someone at the school who the children know or in the community e.g. 

crossing helper. Revise what history means. Show interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them and ask 

questions about when they were younger.  

Match photos of children to someone who is older and understand how people grow over time and change over 

time. Use the term ‘younger’ and ‘older’ to describe someone at different stages in their history e.g. this was Mr 

Churchill when he was younger.  

 

 

Link 3:   know the term ‘past’ and ‘present’ 

Share read ‘I love my grandad by Giles Andreae’  

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: learn the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘young’.  

Revise the history of a parent or someone at the school who the children know. Revise what history means. 

Understand that things have happened since they were born and some things happened a long time ago. Use the 

terms past and present to label pictures to understand that the past is in their history. Recall some events of the 

past including yesterday.  

Remember and talk about significant events in their own experience. Label and caption a person’s history e.g. baby, 

toddler, child, adult/grown-up. 

Provide ways of preserving memories of special events e.g. making a book, collecting photographs, tape 



recording, drawing and writing. Invite children and families to share and record their experiences/ memories.  

Recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends. 

 

Link 4:   know that some events happened recently but other events much further back in history 

Share read ‘I love my grandad by Giles Andreae’  

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: learn the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘young’.  

Watch some old TV programmes for children e.g. Andy Pandy, Muffin the Mule, Play Away and some modern ones 

and label them ‘past’ and ‘present’.  

Explore and talk about TV programmes from the past e.g. on laptop or DVD.  

Learn to put some events into order and understand that some events much further ago than others. 

 

 

Linked curriculum learning objective:     Show an interest in the lives of people who are 

familiar to them and ask questions about when they were younger. Remembers and talks about 

significant events in their own experience. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: learn the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘young’.  

Share read ‘I love my grandad by Giles Andreae’  

Learn about how people change as they grow older e.g. The Queen, Mr Luke, Mrs Millward and show an interest in 

their past e.g. headteacher when he/she was young.  

Using photographs and images, talk about some events in their own histories and experiences. Knows some of the 

things that make them unique, and can talk about some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends or 

family.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception:        autumn 2 – understanding the world – people and communities 

Link 1:   know that some people live in London which is Britain’s capital city  

Share read ‘Toby and the Great Fire of London’ by Margaret Nash 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: learn the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘young’.  

Look at some pictures and videos of London.  

Understand that people live in different places, some in villages, towns some in cities.  

Know that some people live in flats, some in bungalows, some in houses. 

Learn that London is the capital city.  

Explore/guess where people might live e.g. The Queen.  

 

 

Link 2:   Show an interest in different occupations and ways of life 

Share read ‘Toby and the Great Fire of London’ by Margaret Nash 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: learn the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘young’.  

Look at some pictures and videos of fires. Learn about the role of fire officers and how to call an officer.  

Show an interest in different occupations and ways of life.   

Speak to a fire officer and learn how to stay safe from fires. 

Know what a fire escape is and what to do when they hear a fire alarm. 

Learn how to put out a fire.  

Pretend to be fire officers and debunk and stereotypes about ‘firemen’ making sure they understand girls can be fire 

officers.  

Know that in the past there weren’t fire alarms in the same way but towns did have bells to ring. 

Learn the story of The Great Fire of London.  

 

 

Link 3:   Know what happened in the Great Fire of London.  

Share read ‘Toby and the Great Fire of London’ by Margaret Nash 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: learn the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘young’.  

Put events into order. 

Use words such as ‘past’ ‘then’ ‘years ago’  

Create a picture and label it.  



 

Link 4:   Know what happened in the Gunpowder Plot 

Share read ‘The Gunpowder Plot’ by Jenny Powell 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: learn the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘young’, sequence of events in the Great Fire.  

Put events into order. 

Create a picture and label it.  

Show an interest in what a member of parliament is and does.  

Show an interest in what a police officer does.  

Speak to an officer and learn how to stay safe. 

Pretend to be police officers and debunk and stereotypes about ‘firemen’ making sure they understand girls can be 

fire officers.  

Know that in the past, there weren’t police officers in the same way but there were people to catch people who 

were doing wrong.  

Know why we have fireworks. 

Know how to stay safe when using fireworks.  

Encourage children to develop positive relationships with community members, such as police officers.  

 

 

Linked curriculum learning objective:     Shows interest in different occupations and ways of 

life recalls events from the past. 

Share read ‘The Gunpowder Plot’ by Jenny Powell 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: learn the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘young’, sequence of events in the Great Fire and the Gunpowder Plot.  

Recall and talk about events surrounding the gunpowder plot and the great fire. 

Sequence some events into chronological order.  

Recall what a fire officer and a police officer does and how to call on them for help.  

Label images of current police and fire officers and those from the past. 

Talk about how people used to live in the past and some of the things we have that they didn’t e.g. fire engines.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception:        spring 1 – understanding the world – people and communities 

Link 1:   know that some objects are older in history than others and can be put into time order 

Share read ‘Three cheers for inventors’ by Marcia Williams 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: revise the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘olden days’. Revise the Great fire of London, what a fire officer does, the Gunpowder plot and what a police 

officer does.  

Look at images of telephones from the past and from the present. Label the images with past and present. Talk 

about how they have changed over time.  

Play with ‘old telephones’ with a dialling mechanism, with push buttons etc and compare the difference. 

Understand that, like people, objects change and some objects are older than others. Understand that in history, 

people used different objects.  

Put the telephones in time order.  

 

 

Link 2:   know that some people invent things in the past and over time they are improved 

Share read ‘Three cheers for inventors’ by Marcia Williams 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: revise the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘olden days’. Revise the Great fire of London, what a fire officer does, the Gunpowder plot and what a police 

officer does.  

Revise telephones and the history of telephones. Learn the story of Alexander Graham Bell.  

Sequence some events into chronological order.  

Put some events of the story of Bell into time order. Retell some aspect of the story.  

Understand what a telephone box was for and how they changed over time.   

 

 

Link 3:   know that some people invent things to make life easier or better 

Share read ‘Three cheers for inventors’ by Marcia Williams 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: revise the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘olden days’. Revise the Great fire of London, what a fire officer does, the Gunpowder plot and what a police 

officer does.  

Revise telephones and the history of telephones. Learn the story of Florence Parpart who invented the first electric 

fridge.   

Look at images/videos of fridges in history. Know that before fridges people kept things cool in a larder.  

Learn about how the fridge works.  



Sequence some events into chronological order.  

Put labels on objects or photos to show which was older, oldest, new etc.  

Put some events of the story of Parpart into time order. Retell some aspect of the story.  

 

 

Linked curriculum learning objective:      Talk about past events and about ways of life in the 

past 

Share read ‘Three cheers for inventors’ by Marcia Williams 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: revise the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘olden days’. Revise the Great fire of London, what a fire officer does, the Gunpowder plot and what a police 

officer does.  

Revise telephones, fridges and the history of telephones. 

Describe what they think life would have been like in the past with different fridges and telephones.  

Sequence some events into chronological order.  

Learn about some other inventions e.g. electric light, the washing machine etc. Talk about events and life in the 

past.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception:        spring 2 – understanding the world – people and communities 

Link 1:   know that some people celebrate Chinese New Year  

Share read ‘Peppa Pig: Chinese New Year’ 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: revise the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘olden days’. Revise the Great fire of London, what a fire officer does, the Gunpowder plot and what a police 

officer does. Revise the inventions e.g. telephone, fridge etc.  

Know that some people celebrate and remember Chinese new Year. 

Sequence some events/celebrations into chronological order.  

Learn about some customs and some traditions such as food and drink.  

Learn about other children’s experiences at home and abroad relating to the New Year. 

Learn about the celebrations in the past and now.  

Understand that even though a tradition is created many years ago people sometimes reenact the past in the 

present day.  

 

Link 2:   know that some people celebrate Valentine’s Day 

Share read ‘Peppa Pig: Chinese New Year’ 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: revise the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘olden days’. Revise the Great fire of London, what a fire officer does, the Gunpowder plot and what a police 

officer does. Revise the inventions e.g. telephone, fridge etc. Revise Chinese New Year.  

Revise that some people celebrate and remember Chinese New Year.  

Learn about the story of St Valentine.  

Learn about some customs and some traditions such as food and drink and cards. Look at images of valentine’s 

cards in the past and present.  

 

 

Link 3:   know that some people celebrate Easter 

Share read ‘Peppa Pig: Chinese New Year’ 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: revise the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘olden days’. Revise the Great fire of London, what a fire officer does, the Gunpowder plot and what a police 

officer does. Revise the inventions e.g. telephone, fridge etc. Revise Chinese New Year.  

Revise that some people celebrate and remember Easter. 

Learn about some customs and traditions that started in the past but carry on today.  

Learn about the idea of lent and pancakes. 

Sequence some events into chronological order.  

Understand some Easter traditions that have come from the past such as tossing pancakes, pancake races, Easter 



egg hunts etc.  

 

 

Linked curriculum learning objective:      Talk about their own home and community life, and 

to find out about other children’s experiences. Talk about the past and present events in their own 

lives and in the lives of family members. 

Share read ‘Peppa Pig: Chinese New Year’ 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: revise the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘olden days’. Revise the Great fire of London, what a fire officer does, the Gunpowder plot and what a police 

officer does. Revise the inventions e.g. telephone, fridge etc. Revise Chinese New Year.  

Revise that some people celebrate and remember Easter, Chinese New Year and Valentine’s Day. 

Talk about traditions in their own families and communities form the past. 

Refer to events and celebrations from the past and currently.  

Sequence some events into chronological order.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception:        summer 1 

Link 1:   know that events in the near past are ‘history’ and the ‘past’ 

Share read ‘Isabella’s Garden’ by Glenda Miller. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision:  revise the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘olden days’. Revise the Great fire of London, what a fire officer does, the Gunpowder plot and what a police 

officer does. Revise the inventions e.g. telephone, fridge etc. Revise Chinese New Year, Easter and traditions. 

Look at some photographs of themselves in a garden/park. Talk about events in the past e.g. planted flowers, a 

party in the garden or a barbeque.  

Make a book to memorialise planting and looking after plants to look back on. Understand that any events 

yesterday or earlier are the past. 

Sequence some events into chronological order.  

 

 

Link 2:   know that gardens change over time and have been planted in the past. Understand the 

concept of past and present.  

Share read ‘Isabella’s Garden’ by Glenda Miller. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision:  revise the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘olden days’. Revise the Great fire of London, what a fire officer does, the Gunpowder plot and what a police 

officer does. Revise the inventions e.g. telephone, fridge etc. Revise Chinese New Year, Easter and traditions. 

Continue making a book to memorialise planting and looking after plants to look back on. Understand that any 

events yesterday or earlier are the past. 

Understand that gardens and trees may have been planted many years ago and have taken years to grow. 

Show some images of gardens in the past and label them past and  present.  

Sequence some events into chronological order.  

Listen to someone who works with gardens/grounds maintenance. Ask about what they do and about when they 

planted some of the trees/plants etc. Show an interest in different occupations and ways of life.  

 
 

Link 3:   know that animals/pets change over time. Understand the concept of past and present.  

Share read ‘Isabella’s Garden’ by Glenda Miller. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision:  revise the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘olden days’. Revise the Great fire of London, what a fire officer does, the Gunpowder plot and what a police 

officer does. Revise the inventions e.g. telephone, fridge etc. Revise Chinese New Year, Easter and traditions. 

Continue making a book to memorialise planting and looking after plants to look back on. Understand that any 

events yesterday or earlier are the past. 

Understand that animals/pets also have histories from when they were young.  

Show some images of pets/animals in the past and label them past and  present.  



Sequence some events of a pet’s life into chronological order.  

Listen to someone who works with animals e.g. vet, zoo keeper. Ask about what they do and about animals in the 
past and how they are know etc.  
Show an interest in different occupations and ways of life 

 
 
 

Linked curriculum learning objective:      Children can talk about past and present events in 

their own lives and in the lives of family members.  

Share read ‘Isabella’s Garden’ by Glenda Miller. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision:  revise the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘olden days’. Revise the Great fire of London, what a fire officer does, the Gunpowder plot and what a police 

officer does. Revise the inventions e.g. telephone, fridge etc. Revise Chinese New Year, Easter and traditions. 

Continue making a book to memorialise planting and looking after plants to look back on. Understand that any 

events yesterday or earlier are the past. 

Using the book: Sequence some events into chronological order and talk about/recall what has happened using key 

terms ‘old’ ‘past’ ‘now’ ‘then’ ‘yesterday’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception:        summer 2 

Link 1:   know that photographs can show evidence about the past 

Share read ‘At the beach’ by Roland Harvey 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: revise the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘olden days’. Revise the Great fire of London, what a fire officer does, the Gunpowder plot and what a police 

officer does. Revise the inventions e.g. telephone, fridge etc. Revise Chinese New Year, Easter and traditions; 

how to put things into time order.  

Look at some photographs of themselves by the sea or on holiday in the past. Label pictures/photos with past and 

present.  

Write a sentence/postcard about what the photograph shows.  

 

 

Link 2:   know that historians listen to what people say to understand what happened in the past  

Share read ‘At the beach’ by Roland Harvey 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: revise the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘olden days’. Revise the Great fire of London, what a fire officer does, the Gunpowder plot and what a police 

officer does. Revise the inventions e.g. telephone, fridge etc. Revise Chinese New Year, Easter and traditions; 

how to put things into time order.  

Listen to someone talking about their holiday in the past.  

Write a sentence about what they said.  

  

 

Link 3:   know that historians put events into time order 

Share read ‘At the beach’ by Roland Harvey 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: revise the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘olden days’. Revise the Great fire of London, what a fire officer does, the Gunpowder plot and what a police 

officer does. Revise the inventions e.g. telephone, fridge etc. Revise Chinese New Year, Easter and traditions; 

how to put things into time order.  

Put a series of events e.g. holiday to Blackpool, holiday to Skegness in the order of it happening. 

Put the holidays onto a personal timeline. 

 

 

 Linked curriculum learning objective:      Children can talk about past and present events in 

their own lives and in the lives of family members.  

Share read ‘At the beach’ by Roland Harvey 



Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: revise the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘olden days’. Revise the Great fire of London, what a fire officer does, the Gunpowder plot and what a police 

officer does. Revise the inventions e.g. telephone, fridge etc. Revise Chinese New Year, Easter and traditions; 

how to put things into time order 

Act out/talk about a trip they have been on in the past or a holiday. 

Look at some photographs/images of different types of holiday e.g. camping, beach, staycation at home and 

understand and respect that some people like different types of holiday.  

Be sensitive and learn to listen to others about their holidays.  

 

Bridging project 

Share read ‘I can save the Earth’ by Alison Inches 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: revise the term ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then', 

‘olden days’. Revise the Great fire of London, what a fire officer does, the Gunpowder plot and what a police 

officer does. Revise the inventions e.g. telephone, fridge etc. Revise Chinese New Year, Easter and traditions; 

how to put things into time order 

Understand that past action can have an impact on today. 

Learn about how litter etc can affect plants and animals nowadays. 

Understand that people’s actions in the past can pollute the Earth, can make the Earth run out of water etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


