
Reception:         Autumn 1 – expressive arts and design/ technology 

Link 1:   know how construction bricks balance so that they will not fall down 

Share read ‘bricks’ by Terry Cash. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct; balance;  

Learn the terms ‘build’, ‘construct’ and balance. Link to their PE work on balance. 

Learn how bricks are made.  

Know what happens when you build towers from different materials such as bricks, lego, jenga etc. Think about the 

term ‘balance’ and what that means in a tower or structure.  

On tablets look at images or video clips of towers over balancing and falling.  

Talk about what they need to do to make things balance and what happens when they do not balance. 

 

Link 2:   know how to join construction pieces together to build and balance. 

 

Share read ‘bricks’ by Terry Cash. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct; balance;  

Revise the terms ‘build’, ‘construct’ and balance. 

Learn that when blocks link and join together they become stronger. 

Compare a loose tower balancing with one which is joined to the floor or to things around it. 

Talk about what they need to do to make things balance and what happens when they do not balance. 

Create a construction model of where they live out of construction materials/kits such as duplo, lego, soft bricks etc.  

 

Link 3:   know how to construct, stacking blocks vertically and horizontally, making enclosures and 

creating spaces. 

Share read ‘bricks’ by Terry Cash. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct; balance;  

Revise the terms ‘build’, ‘construct’ and balance. 

Revise that when blocks link and join together they become stronger. 

Using stacking blocks, create a secure, balanced and sturdy enclosure e.g. for their favourite soft toy.  

Talk about how they have used the blocks to make it sturdy.  

 

Link 4:   know what texture means. Be interested in and describe the texture of things. 

Share read ‘bricks’ by Terry Cash. 



Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture  

Revise the terms ‘build’, ‘construct’ and balance. 

Revise that when blocks link and join together they become stronger. 

Learn the term ‘texture’. Describe the texture of different materials e.g. a real brick and a soft brick, leaves, bark of 

trees, seeds, wood. 

Using different textures, add to their enclosure/house e.g. a smooth roof so that the rain falls off.  

 

 

Linked curriculum learning objective:    create their final model enclosure/house 

Share read ‘bricks’ by Terry Cash. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture  

Revise the terms ‘build’, ‘construct’ and balance. 

Revise that when blocks link and join together they become stronger. 

Revise the term ‘texture’. Describe the texture of different materials e.g. sharp scissors, soil, sand, glue.  

Using different decorations, add to their enclosure/house.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception:         Autumn 2 

Link 1:   know how to explore toys work by pressing parts or lifting flaps to achieve effects such as sound, 

movements or new images 

Share read about toys. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture  

Revise the terms ‘build’, ‘construct’ and balance and texture.  

Play with and explore toys that work when you press a button. Talk about what happens when they press the 

button. Talk about whether this happens every time and how the toys works. 

Play with and explore toys that work when you lift a flap e.g. talking books that make a sound or shows an extra 

image. Talk about how and why this works.   

 

Link 2:   know how to use a sound button 

Share read about toys. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture  

Revise how some toys and books work because of pressing a button or lifting a flap.  

Learn how to use a sound button to record a sound e.g. the sound of a firework.  

Learn how the sound button works by being pressed and releasing the sound to match to the quiz/question e.g. 

what sound does a Catherine wheel make?  

 

Link 3:   know how to make an image which reveals itself when the flap is lifted 

Share read about toys. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture  

Revise how some toys work because of pressing a button or lifting a flap.  

Learn how to make a picture e.g. of fireworks, with a flap that lifts to create a different or fuller image. 

 

Linked curriculum learning objective:    create toys/display/picture by pressing parts or lifting 

flaps to achieve effects such as sound, movements or new images 

Share read about toys. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture  

Revise how some toys work because of pressing a button or lifting a flap. Revise how sound buttons work. 

Create a final toy/picture/display by pressing parts or lifting flaps e.g. to make a firework picture 

 
 

 



Reception:         Spring 1 

Link 1:   know how to make simple equipment work e.g. turn on CD player and use a remote control. Show 

an interest in technological toys with knobs or pulleys, or real objects such as cameras or mobile phones. 

Share read about machines. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture/ sound button/ lifting a flap 

and pressing a button/ 

Revise how some toys work because of pressing a button or lifting a flap.  

Explore how an old cassette player works, a record player and a new CD player. Talk about what they need to do to 

make it work to play sound. Understand where the sound comes from.  

Learn who to be safe around electrical machines and equipment.  

Explore other ways of making sounds and music e.g. MP3 player, telephone, itunes on the IWB 

 

Link 2:   know how to use levers 

Share read about machines. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture/ sound button/ lifting a flap 

and pressing a button/ 

Learn how equipment uses levers e.g. wheelbarrows, seesaws, scissors. 

Use levers to move soil/sand form one place to another. 

Use seesaw to reach something higher as they rise up. 

Use scissors to cut different things. 

Talk about how levers work and make things easier for people.  

 

Link 3:   know how to use a lever to move part of a picture  

Share read about machines. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture/ sound button/ lifting a flap 

and pressing a button/ 

Revise equipment that uses levers e.g. wheelbarrows, seesaws, scissors. 

Create a picture that uses levers e.g. a polar bear or penguin on the ice. 

 

Linked curriculum learning objective:    create a model in a shoe box using simple tools and 

techniques competently and appropriately. Select appropriate resources and adapt work where necessary. 

Share read about machines. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture/ sound button/ lifting a flap 

and pressing a button/ 



Revise equipment that uses levers e.g. wheelbarrows, seesaws, scissors. 

Learn what to do to create a scene in a show box with levers that move parts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception:         Spring  2 

Link 1:   know how to make kettles work 

Share read about food and drink. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture/ sound button/ lifting a flap 

and pressing a button/ 

Revise how cassette players etc work. Understand where the sound comes from.  

Learn that on cold days some people like to drink something that is warm or hot.  

Learn about how to be safe around kettles e.g. only using dry hands; away from any water or liquid; not touching 

the steam; very careful when pouring. 

Under supervision learn how a kettle works and how to make a cup of tea, hot chocolate etc.  

Learn how the different elements of the drink works.  

 

Link 2:   know how to make an ice-lolly 

Share read about food and drink. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture/ sound button/ lifting a flap 

and pressing a button/ 

Revise how to make a hot drink on cold days.   

Learn how to make an ice lolly from fruit juice. Learn what the freezer and fridge are and how they work and what 

they are used for.  

Make an ice lolly and talk about the finished product for example looking at texture, balance, whether it matched 

what they thought it would be like.   

 

Link 3:   know how to make a fruit jelly 

Share read about food and drink. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture/ sound button/ lifting a flap 

and pressing a button/ 

Revise how to make a hot drink on cold days.   

Revise how to make an ice lolly from fruit juice. Learn what the freezer and fridge are and how they work and what 

they are used for.  

Learn how to make jelly and why the fridge is important. Create their own jelly and add something to the inside. 

When it comes out talk about whether it matches what they expected, if they like it, its texture etc.  

 

 

Linked curriculum learning objective:    create a tea party e.g. for teddy bears, select and use 

technology for particular purposes. 



Share read about food and drink. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture/ sound button/ lifting a flap 

and pressing a button/ 

Revise how to make a hot drink on cold days, an ice lolly, jelly and a fruit salad.   

Select the technology they needs for making a tea party.  

Learn how to make a sandwich.  

Try out the things they have made and talk about the design, what they might do next time to make it better.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception:         Summer  1 

Link 1:   know how to make things combine/stick 

Share read about plants. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture/ sound button/ lifting a flap 

and pressing a button/  

Learn how different things are made and stuck together.  

Learn how to glue the edges of paper and cardboard to make a simple box but understand that glue wouldn’t stick 

every material. 

Know that other materials need something more solid to stick together such as tacks, paper clips, pins and nails.  

Explore sticking things together and talk about whether it works or not e.g. plastic plant pots clipped together.  

 

Link 2:   know what might be needed to make a small wooden plant pot  

Share read about plants. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture/ sound button/ lifting a flap 

and pressing a button/  

Revise how different things are made and stuck together. Revise how to glue the edges of paper and cardboard to 

make a simple box but understand that glue wouldn’t stick every material. 

From a range of small wooden pieces, explore putting them together and sticking them together. Understand that 

it is difficult for some things to stick.  

Write a list of things that are needed.  

 

 

Linked curriculum learning objective:    create a wooden plant pot to house a plant choosing the 

equipment and the tools they need to make it 

Share read about plants. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture/ sound button/ lifting a flap 

and pressing a button/  

Revise how different things are made and stuck together. Revise how to glue the edges of paper and cardboard to 

make a simple box but understand that glue wouldn’t stick every material. 

Create a wooden pot plant. Choose the decoration from different textures and stick it to the plant pot. 

 

 

 

 



Reception:   Summer 2 

Link 1:  know how to describe and evaluate summer hats  

Share read a story about summer  

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture/ sound button/ lifting a flap 

and pressing a button/  

Look at a range of summer hats. Look at images and video clips. 

Discuss what the hats are supposed to do e.g. protect the face from the sun, be lightweight, allow the head to stay 

cool rather than hot. Say whether they would like to wear the hat or not and whether it would do what it was 

supposed to do.  

Identify: purpose; who it would be aimed at, how it works.  

 

Link 2:  know how to join materials together to make their hat frame 

Share read a story about summer  

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture/ sound button/ lifting a flap 

and pressing a button/  

Look at a range of summer hats. Look at images and video clips. 

Think about how the parts of the hat can be joined together. 

Discuss different methods and which would make a flimsy or solid join e.g. glue might give way and spring open but 

staples or sewing may be more sturdy. 

Make the frame for their hat.  

 

Link 3:  know how to join materials together to make their hat to meet its purpose 

Share read a story about summer  

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture/ sound button/ lifting a flap 

and pressing a button/  

Look at a range of summer hats. Look at images and video clips. 

Make their hat. 

Test whether it will meet its purpose or whether they need to make changes e.g. wider brim, lower brim 

Test whether the finished hat will do what it should 

 

Link 4:  know how to decorate their finished hats 

Share read a story about summer  

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture/ sound button/ lifting a flap 

and pressing a button/  



Look at a range of summer hats. Look at images and video clips. 

Consider the best way of decorating/finishing their hats, would it be painting, sticking things on? 

 

 

Linked curriculum learning objective:      know how to test and evaluate their finished hats  

Share read a story about summer  

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: build, construct/ balance/ texture/ sound button/ lifting a flap 

and pressing a button/  

Look at a range of summer hats. Look at images and video clips. 

In the sun, test their hats and evaluate whether it protects them from the sun, whether it is lightweight, cool and 

whether it is attractive. Ask and find others’ opinions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


