
Reception:         Autumn 1 – expressive arts and design  

Link 1:   know the names of the primary colours 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision:  

Learn the names of the primary colours: red, yellow, blue.  

Learn how to hold a paint brush and grip it correctly. Learn how the paint brush moves on paper. Learn correct 

etiquette for painting and safety e.g. not to spray it on each other; not to put it on objects such as tress, plants and 

books.  

In paint, spell out the names of the colours in the correct colour. 

Using a template of Piet Mondrian – paint in blue, yellow and red to complete the painting.  

 

Link 2:   know the names of the secondary colours. Knows how colours can be changed. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ how to hold a 

paint brush/  

Revise the names of the primary colours: red, yellow, blue and the artist Piet Mondrian. 

Revise how to hold a paint brush. 

Paint in three colours on the colour wheel. 

Learn the names of the secondary colours: orange, green and purple; and learn that when colours are mixed they 

make new colours. 

Learn how to mix primary colours to make secondary colours. Paint these into the colour wheel.  

Explore other colour mixing.  

 

Link 3:   know how to depict an event by using paint. Capture experiences and responses with paint. Know 

how to stop the paint from dripping 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush/  

Revise the names of the primary and secondary colours and Piet Mondrian. 

Revise how to hold a paint brush. 

Learn how to stop paint from dripping. Learn how to put the right amount of paint onto a brush.  

Learn how to use colours to depict something that has happened or something they have experienced. 

 

 

Link 4:   know that they can use lines to enclose a space, and then begin to use these shapes to represent 



objects. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush/  

Revise the names of the primary and secondary colours and Piet Mondrian. 

Revise how to hold a paint brush. 

Learn how to draw a face and that they can use lines and shapes to represent a face.  

Talk about the colour of things and how to mix colours e.g. for blue eyes, for brown eyes, for blonde hair, red hair, 

black hair etc.  

 

Link 5:   know that there are differences between colours. 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush/  

Revise the names of the primary and secondary colours and Piet Mondrian. 

Revise how to hold a paint brush. 

Revise how to draw a face and that they can use lines and shapes to represent a face.  

Talk about the colour of things on a face and on someone’s clothes.   

Use a wider range of colour names eg. Light and dark blue, red, pink etc.  

 

 

Linked curriculum learning objective:    create a painting of themselves 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush/  

Revise the names of the primary and secondary colours and Piet Mondrian. 

Revise how to hold a paint brush. Revise how to draw a face and that they can use lines and shapes to represent a 

face.  

Learn how to draw features such as ears, hair, necks, shoulders, arms etc.  

Use colour mixing and colours to depict themselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception:         Autumn 2 

Link 1:   know how to use coloured chalk to depict fireworks 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Look at how artists depict fireworks  

Using chalk/pastels, learn how to use their fingers in a motion from the centre to depict a firework in a primary 

colour 

 

Link 2:   know how to use paint to depict fireworks 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Revise how to hold a paint brush. 

Use the same style of making arcs of colour from a centre point to depict fireworks in paint. 

 

Link 3:   know how to use crayons to depict fireworks 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Learn how to hold a crayon. 

Use the same style of making arcs of colour from a centre point to depict fireworks in crayons. Talk about the 

difference than when using chalk/pastel and paint. 

 

Linked curriculum learning objective:    create a picture to depict the stars 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Revise how to hold a chalk/pastel.  

Learn how to, from a set point, drag their fingers in a direction to depict a star. Create a picture of stars and add to 

this fireworks.  

 

 

 

 

 



Reception:         Spring 1 

Link 1:   know how to make paper/collage into the shape of a snowman.  

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Look at pictures of snow people. 

Explore with small pieces of paper and other materials such as cotton wool to make a scene to depict the cold.   

 

Link 2:   know how to make paper/collage into the shape of a penguin 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Look at pictures of penguins. 

Explore with small pieces of paper and other materials such as cotton wool to make a scene to depict penguins in 

the cold.  

 

Link 3:   know how to make paper/collage into the shape of a polar bear 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Look at pictures of polar bears. 

Explore with small pieces of paper and other materials such as cotton wool to make a scene to depict polar bears in 

the cold.  

 

Link 3:   know how to add white onto a black/dark outline of  atree to make it look like it is covered in 

snow.  

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Look at pictures of snow-covered trees. 

Explore with small pieces of paper and other materials such as cotton wool to make a scene to depict snow on trees 

in the cold.  

 

Linked curriculum learning objective:    know how to make a collage to depict the winter 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Look at pictures of winter pictures. 

Put together what they have learnt to create a collage of the cold.  

 



Reception:          Spring  2 

Link 1:   know how to make shapes with playdough and clay that depict apples 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Look at images of fruit and actual fruit. 

Learn about the shape of apples and the colour. 

Learn how to make a clay/playdough apple and paint it the correct colour 

 

Link 2:   know how to make shapes with playdough and clay that depict bananas 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Look at images of fruit and actual fruit. 

Learn about the shape of bananas and the colour. 

Learn how to make a clay/playdough apple and paint it the correct colour 

 

Link 3:   know how to make shapes with playdough and clay that depict oranges 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Look at images of fruit and actual fruit. 

Learn about the shape of oranges and the colour. 

Learn how to make a clay/playdough apple and paint it the correct colour 

 

Link 4:   know how to make shapes with playdough and clay that depict cherries 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Look at images of fruit and actual fruit. 

Learn about the shape of cherries and the colour. 

Learn how to make a clay/playdough apple and paint it the correct colour 

 

 

Linked curriculum learning objective:    Know how to make clay to depict a fruit salad 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Look at images of fruit and actual fruit. 



Learn about the shape of fruit and the colour. 

Learn how to make a clay/playdough apple and paint it the correct colour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Reception:          Summer  1 

Link 1:   know how to draw a fish 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Revise how to hold a pencil. 

Learn how to draw shapes that make a fish:     https://mocomi.com/how-to-draw-a-fish/  

Colour/decorate the fish.  

 

Link 2:   know how to draw a starfish 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Revise how to hold a pencil. 

Learn how to draw shapes that make a starfish  

Colour/decorate the fish.  

 

Link 3:   know how to draw a crab  

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Revise how to hold a pencil. 

Learn how to draw shapes that make a crab 

Colour/decorate the fish.  

 

Linked curriculum learning objective:    create 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Revise how to draw a fish, crab and a starfish. 

Create a picture of a seaside.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://mocomi.com/how-to-draw-a-fish/


Reception:         Summer 2 

Link 1:   know what colours can be used for what purpose 

Share read a book about colours e.g. ‘How the birds got their colours’ 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Know that some colours can be used to depict a summer sky. 

Experiment with different colours to depict the sky overhead including using paint, paper, tissue paper, 

material/fabric 

Know that some colours such as green can be used for leaves but also yellow, brown, orange: experiment with 

different colours to match the colour of leaves in paint, fabric etc. 

Know what colours can help to depict different things e.g. soil, water, flowers 

• Uses simple tools to effect changes to materials. 

• Handles tools, objects, construction and malleable materials safely and with increasing control. 

• Shows a preference for a dominant hand. 

 

Link 2:   know what when colours are mixed or put on top of another colour, it can change 

Share read a book about colours e.g. ‘How the birds got their colours’ 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Know that some colours of tissue paper, acetate, etc when put on top of each other can change the colour 

Know that when chalk or pastel etc are laid on top or mixed it can change the colour 

Experiment to find out what happens when two colours are mixed in paint. 

• Uses simple tools to effect changes to materials. 

• Handles tools, objects, construction and malleable materials safely and with increasing control. 

• Shows a preference for a dominant hand. 

 

 

Link 3:   know that objects can be made to represent an image 

Share read a book about colours e.g. ‘How the birds got their colours’ 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Know that sand can be represented by pasta stuck onto a picture; through paint or pastel; through sticking pictures 

of the same colour onto paper. 

Experiment with different objects to depict sand 

      Sea 



      Fish        

      sky  

• Uses simple tools to effect changes to materials. 

• Handles tools, objects, construction and malleable materials safely and with increasing control. 

• Shows a preference for a dominant hand. 

 

Linked curriculum learning objective:    create a picture to depict the seaside. Use simple tools to 

effect changes to materials. Handle tools, objects, construction and malleable materials safely and with 

increasing control. Show a preference for a dominant hand. 

Share read a book about colours e.g. ‘How the birds got their colours’ 

Long-term memory quizzes, games and revision: names of the primary and secondary colours/ Piet Mondrian/ 

how to hold a paint brush 

Know that sand can be represented by pasta stuck onto a picture; through paint or pastel; through sticking pictures 

of the same colour onto paper. 

Experiment with different objects to depict sand 

      Sea 

      Fish        

      sky  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


